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Welcome Back 
Welcome Back for Term 2 of 
Preschool.  We have another busy 
term planned with visits from 
Cessnock Library to some venues, 
Science on the Move visiting 
Wollombi and a visit to Singleton 
Library is being organised for 
Gresford. 
 
If you have any other ideas for 
visitors or outings for Preschool, 
please speak to the staff at your 
venue, we always welcome your 
input. 
 
Next Committee Meeting 
The next two Management 
Committee Meeting will be held on 
Tuesday 24th June at 10.30am at  
the base, 3/5 Anlaby Street Maitland.  
Please come along and have a say  
in how your child’s preschool 
service runs. 
 
Venue Reps 
At the Annual General Meeting in 
March, we secured venue 
representatives for Wollombi and 
Millfield.  Since then, Carolyn 
Webber has become the 
representative for Lochinvar.  
 
We still require a representative for 
both Gresford and Mulbring.  If you 
would like to volunteer to represent 
your venue on our Committee, 
please see the staff at your venue. 
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Mother’s Day  

We hope that all Mums had a wonderful Mother’s Day with 
their families, and that you were all spoilt like you deserve to 
be.   
 
Thank you 
Thank you, to two Millfield families, the Butler family for the 
donation of paper towel and tissues, and the Probst family for 
the donation of wet wipes. 
 

 
Thank you to Donaldson Coal for approving our grant 
application for funds to have a sandpit built at the Lochinvar 
School of Arts hall, and thank you to Caroline Kennedy 
(Lochinvar parent) for all of her work towards completing the 
application for these funds. 

 
Gresford Outdoor Play Area 
A group of preschool families have been working hard to 
improve the outdoor play area at the Gresford venue. They 
re-built the sandpit, replaced the cover, and have had a new 
shade structure erected.  A photo of the new sandpit will be 
included in the next newsletter. 
 

Preschool Start & Finish Times 

Staff have noticed that some families ARE NOT adhering to 

the preschool finishing times, so a reminder from the last 

newsletter: 

Each venue varies in its start and finish times. 

Gresford: 9.00am – 2.45pm 

Mulbring: 9.00am – 3.00pm 

Lochinvar: 9.00am – 2.30pm 

Millfield: 9.30am – 3.00pm 

Wollombi: 9.45am – 3.15pm 
Remember when collecting your child by finishing time, you 
need to factor in the amount of time it takes for you and your 
child to pack up their belongings, and say goodbye. 
 

Building Work at Base 
We are having plans drawn up for the extension of the 
mezzanine floor at our office/base.  This will create a more 
practical storage area for our equipment, and will provide an 
opportunity for possible growth of our service in the future. 
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Lochinvar Pub Raffle 
Our Lochinvar staff were approached by a representative of the local pub about running the Friday 
night meat raffles as a fundraiser to help improve the preschool venue (Lochinvar School of Arts Hall). 
Two of the staff, Bek and Paula ran the first one last week, and made a good profit to start the ball 
rolling.  They will have a roster at the Lochinvar preschool venue for families to volunteer a couple of 
hours to help out.  If you have any questions about how it works, please speak to Bek at Lochinvar. 
Any assistance with this would be greatly appreciated.  Remember it is the whole community that 
benefits from this type of fundraiser. 
 
Science on the Move 
If your child enjoyed the science show that has visited their venue or you’d like to have a look at the 
type of interesting experiments that are on offer when the shows visits your venue, head on over to 
their Facebook Page at https://www.facebook.com/scienceonthemove .  There are lots of fun and 
educational activities for kids. 
 
Clothing for Preschool 
Please ensure your child has spare clothes in their bag every day they are at preschool.  As the 
weather changes, it is also important that the children have clothes that suit the season.  Please be 
aware of the type of footwear your child is wearing to preschool.  For their safety while playing, 
especially climbing, they should be in a covered shoe like joggers, not thongs.  If your child is wearing 
gumboots during the morning, for the trip to preschool, please think about putting in some more 
suitable shoes for their preschool experiences.  
 
Entertainment Books 
Don’t forget the Entertainment Books are still on sale with $12 of each membership purchase going 
directly to fundraising for the service.  Funds raised go towards improvements at venues and new 
resources for the children.   Books are avaiable for purchase by completing the form handed out last 
term and bringing back to preschool with payment or memberships can be purchased online by 
visiting https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/912011w 
 
Is your child starting school in 2015? 
Some schools are starting to take enrolments now for next year. If you are considering starting your 
child next year, it may be a good idea to contact your local school to check their enrolment times, if 
you haven’t already done so. 
 
School Readiness 
The education system sets an age when your child should start school. In NSW, your child can start 
Kindergarten at the beginning of the school year if they turn five on or before 31 July in that year. By 
law, all children must be enrolled in school by their sixth birthday. Age is usually the first consideration 
for parents when making a decision about when their child will start school. You may have some 
concerns about whether your child is ready to start school even if they are the “right” age. 
In our newsletters, we will include information about the types of skills that are important for your child 
to have to be ready to start school. These are taken from the Early Childhood Australia website. 
Language skills: communication is used to engage with and teach your child. A child needs to be 
able to follow instructions and understand what teachers are saying, as well as being able to 
communicate well with teachers and the other students. 
 
Hunter Mobile Preschool Staff 

Sarah, Leanne, Bek, Jacquie, Paula, Alex & Liz 
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How to Nurture a Love of Reading in 
Preschoolers 

 
Knowledge of letter, sounds, pictures and print develop long before your child starts school. You can enhance your child’s 
exposure to language and print naturally during the course of your day. 
 
Here are five tips that will help you instil in your child a love of reading and language. 
 
1) Create a positive nurturing environment 

 Celebrate your child’s early reading behaviours. 

 Talk is the basis of language and reading development. Talk with and listen to your child every day. 

 Cut apart old magazines and make a scrap box of pictures and words. Have fun creating a new story by gluing or 
taping the cut-out pictures onto clean sheets of paper. 

 Play word games, such as ‘I spy something that rhymes with log’. 
 
2) Read a variety of books 

 Read books you remember from your childhood. Favourite stories and characters are timeless. 

 Read wordless stories and make up stories that go with the pictures. 

 Children are full of interests and curiosities. Simple concept books give them the vocabulary they need to talk 
about the world. 

 Children love to fill in the gaps when you read together. You can start with rhymes, songs and fingerplays. For 
example, ‘Humpty Dumpty sat on a wall. Humpty Dumpty had a great _____. 

 
3) Read purposefully 

 Read aloud every day to your child. Select books that reflect your child’s culture and give them a world of heroes 
and adventures through quality literature. 

 Connect books to experiences and family outings. For example, if you visit an aquarium and your child seems 
particularly interested, read books about ocean creatures. 

 Read around your home! Most homes are filled with box labels, mail addresses, messages and notes. 

 Explore how books work. Talk about the cover of the book and read aloud the author’s name. 

 Take turns turning the pages, point to words as you read and talk about the pictures. 
 
4) Make reading a habit 

 The ritual of reading a bedtime story cannot be established too early. These times when you and your child are 
close together are essential in establishing a lifelong reading habit. 

 Let your child select books to read. Read favourite stories over and over. Children love repetition and learn from it. 

 Ensure that reading material is accessible. Visit the library and bookstores, and participate in Book Club. 

 Be a reader yourself and let your child catch up reading newspapers, magazines and books. 
 
5) Make the reading/writing connection 

 Young children need to see themselves as readers and writers. Keep writing materials and resources around the 
house. 

 When you need to be away from home, leave a message to be read to your child. 

 Label your child’s possessions. Children love to see their names written on everything! 
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